



Mariposa Agri-Nature Trail invites you to a “Weekend in the Country-a Tomato Fest” September 24 & 25, 2011.  We will have many activities happening downtown and at family farm locations.  Here are some pointers on growing tomatoes and other veggies successfully.





January & February is a good time to look over the vegetable catalogs and drool over what you are going to plant next spring.  On those cold stormy days, sit down with catalogs and imagine what you will be growing this summer.





Develop your list & don’t forget to include any seeds you might have saved last fall.  Check with our local growers to see what they will have available.  Don’t forget to include some great tasting heirloom tomatoes.  Order early!





March is a good time to start cleaning up the garden and preparing the soil.  Pull out the weeds while the ground is soft.  Add compost, cow or horse manure or other organic matter. don’t turn the soil or rototill until the soil starts to dry out a little bit.  Add some gypsum if your soil is very clayey.   Nothing grows in poor soil but weeds.  Don’t forget to have a good fence to keep out animals or it will be for naught.  





If you are going to grow your own seeds, April is the right time to start your seeds indoors, under lights preferably. Use good starter soil.  Your plants will reward you.  This is also a good time to plan and install your irrigation after you have turned the soil over.  





May is such an iffy time for planting depending on your elevation.  Remember, frost is your enemy.  Have your garden in a sunny location.  Mid to end of May is okay most of the time, especially if you have some covers available just in case of frost.  Check the soil temperature with a soil thermometer.  It should be above 60-65  for most crops.  If their feet are cold they will not grow even though it might be sunny outside.





By the end of May and the start of June start installing trellises for crops that need them.  Don’t forget to look at your plants everyday so that if there are any problems, such as pests, you will catch it early.  Put down mulch to keep weeds at bay and keep the moisture in.





GOOD LUCK AND MAY YOU HAVE A GREAT HARVEST.





We will buy your heirloom tomatoes for the event.





For questions, contact JJ Gillispie at (209) 377-8458 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jimandjoce@gmail.com" ��jimandjoce@gmail.com�  





� HYPERLINK "http://www.MariposaAgTour.com" ��www.MariposaAgTour.com� 
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Join in the fun of growing tomatoes in the Mariposa foothills!




















